INDIAN ARCHITECTURE
RELIGION and art are expressions of culture in two different
media. The evolution of culture may, therefore, be traced
equally well in either of them, for the consciousness of a race
changes organically and in all parts together. Perhaps art is
a more sensitive indication of change than even religion,
which in its nature is more subjective, while art lives in objec-
tive form alone. In estimating then the influence of Islam
upon Hindu art, it is essential to understand the formative
influences which mould civilizations and shape their aesthetic
needs and values.
Civilization is the organization of experience, which man
gains by working both in harmony and in conflict with nature.
Common pursuit with and struggle against nature are the
warp and woof from which is woven the stuff of civilization.
The character of a particular civilization depends upon the
disposition and temperament of man as well as the nature of
his environment, and on their mutual and dynamic interaction.
Men are fundamentally alike everywhere: they all possess
similar psychological endowments, they are all moved by the
same set of instincts, impulses and feelings, and they all
function intellectually in a similar manner. But, although
essentially alike, men have enormous differences in the
strength and temper of their emotional, intellectual and voli-
tional powers. Living together in similar surroundings for
long periods tends to develop in different groups different
types of character and mentality, which distinguish one com-
munity from another.
Thus it happens that, in spite of the unity of human,
nature, diversities of culture are produced. Although the in-
stincts remain the same they are differently stimulated, the
flow of emotional energy occupies different channels, senti-
ments are organized from different groups of emotions, intel--
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